Timna’k’nik
C O M P A S S I O N
“Understanding Yeshua’s Timna’k’nik
for effectiveness in missions.”
- Corey Greaves
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Compassion
Exploring a Yakama Perspective

WHAT IS THE THEME?

Timna’k’nik

From My Heart To Yours & Back

WHERE DOES TIMNA’K’NIK COME FROM?
The word Timnak’nik is one of twelve Yakama virtues of Niix Ttawaxt (Good
Family Growth). It literally means “Extending From The Heart,” and can
roughly be translated as Compassion. In this word is the idea that we are to show
kindness and care to others at all times, whether in listening, speaking, helping
or performing a service for them. It tells us to consider the feelings of others, to
avoid hurting them and to show concern for their feelings.

WHY DOES TIMNA’K’NIK MATTER?
For many Western Christians, the word Compassion carries with it the idea to
help, and/or feel sorry for, someone else. The dictionary defines Compassion as
“a feeling of distress and pity for the suffering or misfortune of another, often
including the desire to alleviate it.” But we think that definition is way too narrow,
and can actually be destructive, and un-empowering, to the very ones we are trying to help. It is similar to a top-down approach where the good, blessed humans
help the poor, lowly ones. And this is a twisted and misused form of compassion,
and it is this very concept of mission trip ideology that we are trying to change.
Timnak’nik carries a broader understanding of compassion. It is interacting with
other human beings on an equal level—one imperfect human being to another—
where Yeshua is the answer for both. A good example of Timnak’nik is illustrated
in the story of the Good Samaritan. A bad example of Compassion is illustrated
in the Native American boarding schools—where Christians felt sorry (i.e. had
compassion) on the poor, dirty Indians, and determined to “help” them.

WHO WILL BE TEACHING
AND WHY CAN WE TRUST HIM?
Corey Greaves is a graduate of Lincoln Christian University & Seminary with
a degree in Cross-Cultural Missions. He has been a Youth Pastor for over two
decades (many of those years have been in the Yakama Nation), and has seen
countless youth groups come to the reservation on mission trips to “help”
Natives.
He was a good friend of the late Richard Twiss (www.wiconi.com), and was
mentored by him. Corey is on the front-line of contextual, Native youth
ministry where he has embraced a dynamic, Biblically-based and culturally
relevant approach to impacting our Native communities for Yeshua.

Vision & Values
Why We Love What We Do

For over a decade we have been watching youth groups come to the Yakama Reservation
on drive-by mission trips. It seems that they have come, not primarily as learners, but as
teachers. They have come to teach us before they have ever earned a place among us to be heard.
They have come wrapped up in that old missiological model that has not worked among our
people for the last 500 years!
We at S.L.A.M. Trips want to offer your group an opportunity to wrap yourselves up in a different
way of doing missions. We invite you to our reservation as learners and listeners to show the love
of Yeshua to our people through what you do, not through what you say; to listen to our stories
and theologies; to receive and to give; to let healing happen from our histories; to be immersed
in our culture and participate in indigenous worship; and then to see the power of Creator God at
work through all of us.
By crossing borders of race and culture, and by placing students outside their comfort zones, we
find something wonderful happens: Creator God gets their attention! Without the distractions of
everyday life, Creator uses S.L.A.M. TRIPS to impact the lives of teenagers. By attempting to be
faithful to our purpose, we find Creator is also at work in our Native community as well.

our core

values

WE VALUE CHURCHES
We believe that every person has much to offer the
Body of Christ-especially through Missions. Mission
trips, if done in a good way, provide people with both
leadership training and a place to put what they
learned into practice. And what is leadership but
serving one another? We love and focus on students
but we invite people of all age to join us!

WE VALUE THE YAKAMA NATION
Because we love the church so much, and we
love our people so much, we so desire there to
be reconciliation between the two. We desire
there to be healing from past abuses and injustices.
We love the church too much to let her continue to
abuse and treat our people unjustly. And so, we
present to the church and our people, a different
missiological model within which to think. A model
of reconciliation. A model of forgiveness and asking for forgiveness. A model of the church listening
before she ever gives a word of teaching. When the
church models these things then healing can begin
for our people. And when healing begins for our
people then healing can also begin for the church.

WE VALUE RELATIONSHIPS
Intrinsic to our Native American culture is
relationships. We are taught at a young age that
relationships are more important than time or
business. Thus, we are relationship-oriented at our
core. We desire to pass this value on to our S.L.A.M.
TRIPS participants. We understand that most
participants will be coming from a time-oriented, or
task-oriented, culture. We believe that we have much
to offer groups coming from this paradigm.

Projects

Serving on the Yakama Reservation
COMMUNITY SERVICE & MINISTRY
Participants serve at a variety of sites during a S.L.A.M.TRIPS
mission trip. Students may spend all week at one place or switch
between places during the week. We ask that you come with a
flexible spirit!
Whether we’re painting houses, performing minor home repair,
cleaning up debris, volunteering in community gardens, chopping
wood for elders or other projects on the reservation, the projects
students work on will serve as their way of blessing our elders.
Each of our projects is designed around the skill level of each group
and the immediate need of our community. We will try to inform you
of your specific project as soon as we can but please understand that
projects may change at the last minute due to community needs.
If your group is willing and able to provide work project supplies of
any kind, please let us know.

WHO CAN GO
Every age group is welcome on a S.L.A.M. Trip!! However, we want
all groups to understand that S.L.A.M. Trips are designed for junior
and senior high students.
Adult to Student Ratio:

One adult leader for every 7 Students

Male and female adult leaders are required if bringing students
of both genders

TRAVEL INFORMATION
Arrival/Departure
Arrive between 4:30pm and 5:00pm on Sunday
Depart by 9:00am on Friday
Housing Address
Toppenish United Methodist Church
201 N. Beech Street
Toppenish, Wa. 98948
Airports
The Yakama Reservation is located:
185 miles southeast of Seattle, WA
140 miles northeast of Portland, OR
202 miles northeast of Spokane, WA
Vehicles
You will need to have enough seatbelts for each person attending
the missions trip with your group. NOTE: You may need to transport
students and adults leaders from other groups in your vehicles.
Please make sure that your insurance will cover this requirement.

the trip
schedule
Sunday Evening Arrival
4:30pm-5:00pm Group Arrivals
5:30pm
Dinner
6:30pm
Cultural Orientation by
Tom Blackeagle
7:30pm
S.L.A.M. Trips Orientation
for Adults and Youth
9:00pm
Small Group Talking
Circles and Snack
10:00pm
Prepare for Bed
10:30pm
Lights Out

Monday - Thursday
7:15am
8:15am
9:00am
9:15am

(
3:30pm
5:15pm
6:30pm
9:30pm
10:30pm

Wake Up
Breakfast
Group Prayer
Community Service

WED Community Service
NES will break on Wednesday
DAY for a full day of cultural
teaching and activities

Showers and Free Time
Dinner and Clean-up
Cultural Immersion
Talking Circles
Lights Out

Friday Morning Departure
6:30am

9:00am

Wake-Up
Breakfast
Load Vehicles
Building Clean-up
Participant Send-off

Activites

Learning on the Yakama Reservation
CULTURAL IMMERSION SCHEDULE

cultural
activities
Planned activities are
designed to immerse
participants into the
culture of the Yakama
Nation as it relates to
following Yeshua.
All evening & day activity
fees are included in your
trip cost.
Interactive Cultural Orientation

During orientation we openly discuss
culture, missions, and reconciliation.

Native American Worship Circle

Christ-centered Indigenous church service
led by a leader of Mending Wings.

Yakama Hospitality Night

Enjoy traditional fry bread and salmon for
dinner with a traditional performance by
our local drummers and dancers.

Yakama Nation Cultural Center Tour
An experience led by a Yakama Native

Tour of Fort Simcoe

Learn about and discuss Native American
history and boarding schools

Native American Movie Night

Complete with a popcorn and candy buffet

S.L.A.M. Trips is a program
of Mending Wings. To learn about
Mending Wings please visit
www.mendingwings.net.

Sunday: Beginning the Conversation, Cultural & S.L.A.M. Orientation
On Sunday evening, we focus on getting everyone acclimated to a new
culture and environment. We do this through the community, cultural,
and S.L.A.M. trips orientations as well as a time to sit together and talk
about the excitement, hopes, and fears of the week. After this, we celebrate the beginning of a great week with an ice cream sundae bar!
Monday: Continuing the Conversation, with Corey Greaves
Corey Greaves, President of Mending Wings, will come and share an
informative but dynamic talk with your youth. Youth engage with this
discussion very well each summer as it teaches them new things about
missions and keeps them moving around as well! Our hope is that this
activity will invite groups into asking questions and will begin a conversation that will continue throughout the week and beyond.
**As we enter into the four year rotation, the topic and content of the
cultural conversations will change and include new material each year.
This will allow new groups to learn information for the first time while
returning groups learn new information on a deeper level.
Tuesday: Indigenous Worship Circle

This is a night that is led by one of our ministry leaders at Mending
Wings. the worship circle leader will give a thorough explanation of
how and why we worship Jesus in this particular fashion. It really gives
your group the opportunity to have a worship service that is centered
on Christ but incorporates some of our culture in worship. We will have
songs with a hand drum, have an opportunity to share what God is teaching us with one another, and have communion together as new friends in
Christ.

Wednesday: Cultural Immersion Day

The cultural immersion day is designed to invite groups to dig deeper
as we hit the mid-week mark. We will begin our day with an activity and
discussion around native American boarding schools, then we will proceed to a hands-on activity that will continue to give the group a handle
on pieces of the Yakama culture (make a dream catcher, set up a teepee,
visit and learn about a salmon fishing scaffold, visit cultural center, learn
to weave a tuley mat, etc.) A Traditional Salmon and Fry Bread meal
made by our community will be served in the evening while you enjoy an
interactive performance from our traditional dancers and drummers. This
is a night where our native youth who we work with year round come out
to share their culture and their talents and teach your youth how to drum
and dance. It is one of the favorite nights for our groups each summer.

Thursday: Debrief and Native American Movie Night

In order to fully process the events of the week, we end the mission trip
with a final debrief and cover any remaining questions. This time is led
by our S.L.A.M. Trips staff and involves different community members.
After the debrief, we will watch a Native American Movie (movie varies
based upon the four year rotation) and have a popcorn and candy bar.

Clothing Policy
For Students & Adults

S.L.A.M. TRIPS loves our community where you

will be serving this summer! Because of this, we ask that you
recognize your words, actions and appearance during your week
contribute to the way we present ourselves to our community.
Choosing modest clothing helps to avoid distractions as we
serve others. We ask that you choose apparel consistent with
the following guidelines.
We don’t want to be the “clothing police” and we know that you
don’t want us to be either. We ask for you to understand this
clothing policy and follow it. S.L.A.M. TRIPS staff will ask the
adult leaders to enforce the policy by asking you to change your
clothing if it is a distraction.

We appreciate your

help in creating a

safe, respectful,
DISTRACTION FREE

environment
for your mission experience

Please Bring Loose-Fitting Clothes
During the week your clothes may endure paint, sweat, mud, thorns and other assorted things!!
Bring clothes that you can work and play hard in.

Closed-Foot Shoes
To prevent injury, you need to bring a pair of shoes that completely cover your foot. Bring shoes that you
don’t mind getting dirty or wet at work sites and that you can wear in the kitchen.
No plastic shoes (ie:.crocs)

Mid-Thigh or Longer Shorts (or pants)
You will bend, twist, sit, climb and crawl as you love and serve our Indian community. Ladies, short-shorts
will only get shorter with these activities. Please bring Capri pants or basketball shorts.

Please Don’t Bring Apparel that Distracts Including:
• Short-shorts
• Spaghetti strap tanks
• Clothing that reveals undergarments
• Clothing that reveals midriffs or chests
• Apparel with obscene, vulgar, abusive or discriminatory language or images
• Apparel that advertises or promotes alcohol, chemicals, or tobacco
• Apparal that promotes any product or activity illegal for minors
• Apparal representing hate groups, is gang-related, or contains threatening language
• Apparal promoting Native American mascots of any kind (ie: Redskins, Warriors, etc.)

Why?

You represent The
Jesus Way in our
community. These
“prohibited” clothing
items often work against,
not for, your efforts to
serve others. This
distraction apparel
can be disrespectful
and damaging to your
long-term relationship-
building within our
community.

packing

list

Carefully read
the clothing
policy & pack
accordingly.
Please consider leaving any electronics
or valuables at home, as we do not have
a safe or secure place to store these
items during the week.
If you choose to bring valuables, please
understand that you are bringing those
items at your own risk. S.L.A.M. Trips is
not responsible for lost or stolen items.
• Air mattress and bedding
• Flashlight
• Camera
• Bible and pen
• Spending money for snacks and souvenirs
• Bath towel, swimsuit, shower shoes,
and small shower bag
• Soap, shampoo, deodorant,
and other toiletries
• Long pants for work projects
• Appropriate length shorts
• T-shirts that you can comfortably work in
• Socks and underwear
• Tennis shoes, hat, and sunscreen
• A light jacket, sweatshirt, or long
sleeved shirt
• Work gloves, hat, eye protection
• Tool apron and hammer
You will receive a free S.L.A.M. Trips
Water Bottle to stay hydrated while working!

About Yakama Nation
A Native American Community

The Yakama people are similar to the other native inhabitants of the Columbia River
Plateau. They live off the salmon in the river as well as berries from the nearby mountains. As a
consequence of the Walla Walla Council and the Yakama War of 1855-1858, the tribe was moved
onto the present reservation. The Treaty of 1855 identified the 14 confederated tribes and bands
of the Yakama occupying lands in Washington Territory. The purpose of this treaty was to join all
the tribes as one nation, under the name Yakama. The name was changes form Yakima to Yakama in 1994 to reflect the Native pronunciation. The Yakama Reservation, 150 miles southeast of
Seattle, lies along the eastern slopes of the Cascade Mountain Range and the Yakima River in
south-central Washington. There are fourteen bands and tribes that make up the Yakama Nation
who are governed by a council of 14 representatives. More than 11,000 people are enrolled in
the Yakama confederation of tribes who reside on the 1.2 million acre reservation. The Yakama
Nation Cultural Center is a popular attraction on the reservation. Salmon, deer, elk, roots and
berries are still a vital sustenance for the Yakama people.

Yakama Nation Statistics
• Yakama Reservation covers 1.2 million acres,
about 1½ times the size of Rhode Island.
• There are over 11,000 enrolled
tribal members.
• The Yakama Nation is made up of 14
different tribes and bands federally
recognized under the Treaty of 1855.
• The Yakama Nation is governed
by its own Tribal Council made
up of local leaders
• The three major religions of the Yakama
Nation are longhouse, shaker and Christian.
• The government, the Yakama
tribe, and the Yakama Nation
Casino employ many Yakama people.
• For more information please
visit: www.yakamanation-nsn.gov

Ways to Enrich Understanding

Books & Documentaries to Inspire Your Experience on The Reservation
Since no two groups are alike, and no two trips are alike (even within the same group),
we want to help you select learning activities that can take your team deeper. Here are several
resources that you can read or watch to help prepare your team for a S.L.A.M. TRIP.

ONE CHURCH MANY TRIBES Richard Twiss
Full of wisdom, humor and passion, this book explains how the Church can begin
to break down the walls of anger, distrust and bitterness and move toward revival. By understanding the history and worldview perspectives of North America’s
people, the church can discover invaluable insights and Biblical principles for
unity in the Body of Christ, and pioneer much-needed change in Western missiological practices among Native American people. Richard Twiss is a full-blooded
Lakota/Sioux who found his bitterness washed away by the blood of Christ.

WHITEMAN’S GOSPEL Craig Stephen Smith
Craig Stephen Smith, a Chippewa from northern Minnesota, seeks to build bridges with this book, not walls. The North American church and Native Americans
need to be willing to cross over, and begin the process of healing, reconciling
the past, making right the present, and planning for better days of ministry and
growth in the future. Smith writes out of his own experience as a Native American
growing up in a white man’s world. His experience has led him to believe that
change is desperately needed in both Native and ecclesiastical communities.

LIVING IN COLOR Randy Woodly
This book casts a biblical, multiethnic vision for people of every nation, tribe and
tongue. It carefully unpacks how Christians should think about racial and cultural identity, demonstrating that ethnically diverse communities have always been
God’s intent for his people. Practical insights are given for how we can relate
to one another with sensitivity, contextualize the gospel, combat the subtleties
of racism and honor one another’s unique contributions to church and society.
Along the way, the author reckons with difficult challenges from our racially painful history and offers hope for healing and restoration.
NATIVE TRUTH Corey Greaves, President of Mending Wings
This DVD focuses on the contextualization of faith and how it relates to the ministry of S.L.A.M. Trips. It serves as an excellent discussion starter. Please contact
S.L.A.M. Trips for a FREE COPY.

Mending Wings
Supporting Native American Youth

HEALING AND RESTORING NATIVE YOUTH
For over 500 years missionaries have come to our native people to share Christianity,
but the result has often times been destructive. These missionaries have rejected us as
a people. Our identities, cultures, family values, traditions, ceremonies, beliefs, spirituality and languages have all been rejected by those coming to “help us”. Mending Wings
brings healing and restoration to Native American youth on the Yakama reservation by
helping them.

OUR MISSION AND VISION
Mending Wings facilitates trips for youth groups and college-age groups to come to our
reservation to learn about Native people, our lives and worldviews, and to deconstruct
missiological paradigms that have historically been destructive to Native people.
Mending Wings facilitates the passing of Yakama culture through elders to youth by
teaching and encouraging language, beadwork, drumming, traditional Yakama songs,
tule mat making, basket making, root digging, gathering, hunting and fishing.
Providing high school graduates with college opportunites through scholarships and
leadership development.
Organize and hold weekly youth group meetings, providing a safe, healthy environment
where spirituality is taught and social issues for Native youth are discussed.
To empower Native youth culturally, economically, spiritually and socially through
various programs that speak to each of these areas.
Leadership development provided through a Youth Council and training.

CENTERED ON THESE SPIRITUAL VALUES
• We believe there is one Creator.
• We believe that creator speaks to humankind through his love letter to us (the Bible).
• We believe that two-leggeds were made in the image of Creator, but ended up rejecting the path of beauty, thus wandering in darkness and alienation from creator. Only
through faith in Yeshua can that alienation be removed and the two-leggeds restored to
the path of beauty once more. Yeshua performed the once-for-all ceremony through his
death and resurrection. He broke the power death held over us and made a way for all
tribes, nations and all creation to be whole again.

Dancing Our Prayers

Dancing Our Prayers teams are made up of Native students who travel locally,
regionally and nationally sharing their faith in Yeshua through the cup of their culture.
They drum, dance in full Native regalia, perform drama with a positive message and share
their testimonies as we speak on missions, the church and Native America. Prepare to be
inspired and encouraged by this group of talented Native students and their message!
“In the world today, no other people group is so uniquely positioned for telling Creator’s
story of forgiveness, peace and reconciliation as First Nations people are today.”
—Richard Twiss, Wiconi International

Email Contact

Cost

Corey Greaves
corey@mendingwings.net

Reimburse travel expenses, provide food and shelter and
collect a generous offering, honorarium or financial gift

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE CHALLENGE

$10/Month Sends One Native Youth to
one Mending Wings Program of their choice.
Our Reality on the Rez
Mending Wings lives and dies with the generosity of other Christians. Life on
the reservation is simply different. Many of our youth struggle with suicide, self-
harm, drug addictions, broken homes, and a variety of other destructive forces.
Each week is a spiritual battle with real wins and losses. But there’s hope. Our
students tell us how much we’re helping them each time we meet. We’re seeing
Yeshua’s Spirit move in powerful ways within our ministry, raising up student
leadership and bringing more students to our programs.
If you believe in Mending Wings and want our youth to learn to walk Yeshua’s
path, we challenge you to pray for us faithfully and commit financially to helping
us impact at least one life each month. Will you honor us by accepting this challenge? Email Corey Greaves at corey@mendingwings.net to get started!

7 PROGRAMS
AVAILABLE FOR
NATIVE YOUTH:
• Dancing Our Prayers
• 4-1 Youth Group
• Tutoring
• Life Hurts, God Heals
• Community Healers
• Guys and Girls Night
• Footprints of our Elders

Students Learning About Missions
slamtrips.com | Toppenish, WA | Yakama Reservation
S.L.A.M. Trips Director: Ashley Herrera
ashley@mendingwings.net | 509.930.7558

